
NEWTOWNARDS 
REFORMED 

PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

Sabbath School & Bible Class                                  10.00 a.m. 
Sabbath Worship Services                     11.00 a.m.& 6.30 p.m. 
Sabbath Prayer Meeting                                             6.00 p.m. 
Woman’s Missionary Association        4th Tues        8.00 p.m. 
Mid-week Prayer Meeting                       Wed.          8.00 p.m. 
Senior CY                                           Sabbath          8.00 p.m. 
Junior CY                                             Alt. Friday       7.00p.m. 
Youth Club                                           Alt. Friday      7.00 p.m. 

� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � ���� � � 	 � 
 � � � 
 
 �� � 	 � 
 � � � 
 
 �� � 	 � 
 � � � 
 
 �� � 	 � 
 � � � 
 
 � ����

MINISTER: Rev C K Hyndman BA 
19 Manse Park, Newtownards  Tel: 028 9181 3506 
 

CLERK: Mr J A M Kerr 
21 Londonderry Avenue, Comber Tel: 028 9187 2683 
 

Website: http://www.newtownards-rpc.org 
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1 Who bur ied the body of Jesus in his own new tomb?  
2 What did Nicodemus provide for  the bur ial of Jesus?  
3 Who stood near  the tomb and saw where Jesus was being bur ied?  
4 Who rolled back the stone and sat on it?  
5 To which group of people did Jesus appear  first, after  the 

resur rection? 
6 Who ran past Peter  to enter  the tomb first?  
7 Who thought Jesus was the gardener?  
8 Who refused to believe the news of the resur rection until he had 

seen and touched Jesus?  
9 Who were br ibed to say that the disciples had removed Jesus' 

body from the tomb?  
10 To which village were the disciples walking when Jesus joined 

them?  
11 What question did Jesus ask the disciples after  He showed them 

His hands and feet?  
12 Near which village did Jesus leave His disciples?  



 

Preserving the Unity 

Sam McEwen 

Our Pastor often quotes Ephesians 
4: 3 – “Make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace.”  At present our 
congregation is blessed with unity.  
There is a bond of love that binds 
us together.  However, we must not 
take this for granted.  As this verse 
indicates we need to – “make every 
effort to keep the unity….”.  So it 
requires a conscious effort on our 
part to maintain this unity.  The 
Devil is always busy looking for 
opportunities to spoil this unity and 
destroy the fellowship that is being 
enjoyed by God’s people. 

United in Christ 

In order to be united in loving 
concern for one another we need, 
first of all, to be united in Christ.  In 
the first three chapters of his letters 
to the Ephesian Church Paul writes 
about the rich spiritual blessing of 
being united in Christ: - 

Eph. 1:3     We are blessed with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
Eph. 1:4     We are holy, 

blameless, and covered in God’s 
love. 
Eph. 1:5, 6 We are adopted as 
God’s children. 
Eph. 1:7     Our sins are taken 
away and we are forgiven. 
Eph. 1:10, 11       We are brought 
under Christ’s headship. 
Eph. 1:13   We are identified as 
belonging to God by the Holy 
Spirit. 
Eph. 2:6     We have been raised 
up to sit with Christ in glory. 
Eph. 2:10   We are God’s 
workmanship. 
Eph. 2:13   We have been 
reconciled to God through Christ’s 
sacrifice. 
Eph. 3:12   We can come with 
freedom and confidence into 
God’s presence. 

United in love 

Paul, having written about the 
privileges and blessings of being 
united in Christ in the first three 
chapters of Ephesians, urges the 
Ephesian Christians to – “live a life 
worthy of the calling you have 
received.” (Eph. 4:1).  He then 
goes on to outline what this will 
involve in Ephesians 4:2, 3 – “Be 
completely humble and gentle; be 
patient, bearing one another in 
love.  Make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace.” 
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Throughout Scripture we are given 
every encouragement to love one 
another.  David, the Psalmist, in 
Psalm 133:1 wrote –  

“How good and pleasant it is  

when brothers live together in 
unity!” 

Our Lord Jesus when interceding 
with God for future believers (in 
John 18:23) prayed – “…..May 
they be brought to complete unity 
to let the world know that You sent 
Me and have loved them even as 
You have loved Me.” 

Again in Philippians 2: 2-5 Paul 
challenges the Christians in the 
church at Philippi to be – “like-
minded having the same love, 
being one in spirit.  Do nothing out 
of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others 
better than yourselves.  Each of 
you should look not only to your 
own interests, but also the 
interests of others.  Your attitude 
should be the same as that of 
Jesus Christ.” 
Similarly in Colossians 3:12 – 14 
Paul provides us with a strategy 
for living in unity as God’s family 

by imitating Christ’s 
compassionate and forgiving 
attitude: -  

“Therefore as God’s chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.  Bear 
with each other and forgive 
whatever grievances you may 
have against one another.  
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  
And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity.” 

The key to loving others and 
keeping the unity within the 
congregation is remembering 
how much God has forgiven 
us.  By realising God’s infinite 
love and mercy in sending His 
Son to die for us - will help us 
to love and forgive others (as 
and when necessary!) and 
keep us united in Him. 
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Session was pleased to receive Mr Billy Connolly into membership of the 
congregation on Tuesday 28 February.  We assure him of a warm welcome 
and look forward to mutual encouragement and fellowship.  Mr Connolly 
has moved from Belfast to live in Ballywalter to be closer to where his son 
is living.  
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Keith Rolleston 
 
Many of the members of the congregation gathered on Friday evening, 27 
January for the purpose of conducting the AGM.  Following an excellent 
meal together and singing part of Psalm 111 our minister, Rev Knox 
Hyndman, opened the proceedings with prayer. 
 
The Sabbath School prizes were presented by Mrs Myrtle Christie after 
which the Sabbath School Superintendent, David Heggarty, made special 
mention of the work and dedication of the teachers in the invaluable work 
of teaching and training the pupils throughout the year. 
 
Mr Hyndman then gave his Chairman’s address from Psalm 103:1 – 8 and 
asked the question “Why do we have an Annual General Meeting?”   In 
answering the question he referred us to verse 2 “Forget not all His 
benefits” .   
 
The minutes of the previous year’s minutes were read, following which 
consideration was given to the reports for 2005.  These had been made 
available to all the members prior to the meeting.  Thanks were expressed 
to Mr James Kerr, Clerk of Session, for all his work in copying, collating 
and preparing the reports in such an attractive booklet. 
 
Mr Hyndman made mention of times of both joy and sorrow within the 
life of the congregation during the past year..  He expanded on various 
aspects of congregational live, namely; the privilege of fellowship, the 
opportunity to spread the gospel, visitors to church services, God’s 
blessing on the congregation and the faithfulness of the members. 
 
Mr Joe McEwen expressed the congregation’s appreciation to the 
Hyndman family and Mr Roy McFerran appreciation of the fellowship 
experienced by adherents within the congregation and of the faithful 
preaching of God’s Word by our minister. 
 
A most enjoyable evening was brought to an end by singing from Psalm 
103: 1– 4, and closing in prayer. 



This tribute to the late Desmond Shaw has been included in our 
Newsletter by permission of the Editor of “ In Touch”  - the 
magazine of the Leprosy Mission,  
 

* *******************************  
 
We mourn Desmond©s very sudden 
death whilst on holiday on August 
23rd 2005.  A member of Council for 
15 years, 9 of them as Honorary 
Treasurer, Desmond was a faithful 
and enthusiastic member whose 
wisdom and graciousness will be 
much missed.  He had visited the 
office the day before he left on 
holiday to Spain.  He always attended 
every meeting and event organised 
by the Mission and was ever on hand 
to carry out the functions of treasurer, 
a post he carried out with distinction. 
 
By profession an accountant, following his retirement 
Desmond devoted his life to many Christian and civic 
organizations.  Amongst those he was involved with were 
Commission Radio, N.I. Institute for the Disabled, Belfast 
Bible College, Belfast City Mission, Belfast Music Festival, 
Scripture Union, the Covenanter Residential Association 
and Belfast City Mission.  He preached regularly 
throughout the Reformed Presbyterian Church and was a 
great supporter of the singing of metrical psalms.  
 
We join with his family and friends in mourning his 
passing, and in giving thanks to God for a faithful servant 
who has now received his eternal reward.  



This book review , by Rev Geoff Thomas (Pastor of Alfred Place Baptist 
Church Aberystwyth, Wales) was published in the February issue of “ The 
Banner of Truth”  magazine and is reprinted here with the permission of 
their Editor. 
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James Kerr (Clerk of 
Session) 
 
Session had a very useful 
"Away Day" at "Briers 
Country House", 
Newcastle, Co. Down from 
3rd to 4th February.  This 
extended period allowed 
Session to consider all 
aspects of the 
congregation©s life and 
witness.  As a result some 
of the decisions taken were 
as follows: 
 
Worship 

Members of Session outside “ Br iers 
Country House” , Newcastle. 



 
Psalm 87:7 states that "In the Council of the holy ones God is 
greatly feared; he is more awesome than all who surround him".  
As we thought about our worship we realised that this is the most 
important thing we do as a congregation.  We thought about how 
we come to worship, how we engage in worship and how we leave 
after worship. 
 
We believe that it would help all of us in our worship if we could be 
in our seats a reasonable time before the service begins.  This 
gives us the opportunity to prepare ourselves for worship and to 
pray for God’s blessing on every aspect of the service. 
 
As elders we meet before the service to consider the 
announcements and other needs and for prayer.  We have decided 
to be more disciplined in our use of this time and to endeavour to 
be in our seats at least several minutes before the service begins. 
 
We also believe that it is good at the end of the service to spend a 
few minutes in quiet reflection to consider the message we have 
heard from God’s Word.  
 
Evangelism  
 
Personal evangelism.  Session feels that the most important form 
of evangelism is where everyone in the congregation is involved 
personally through their lives, through praying for people in the area 
who are not saved and through taking the opportunity in general 
conversation with neighbours and friends to say a word for Christ.  
It would encourage every member to see this form of service as 
his/her Christian duty 
 
Corporate evangelism.  Given the changing nature of society, 
Session feels that we need to consider how best to take the Gospel 
to the general public in the Newtownards area.  As a first step it has 
arranged for Joe McEwen to meet with some members of the 
congregation, who have an interest in outreach work, to discuss 
how this might best be done in today©s climate of disinterest in 
Spiritual matters and to report back to Session. 
Prayer/Bible Studies 
 
We are pleased that the accommodation at the manse is now no 



longer adequate to accommodate comfortably the number 
attending the Wednesday night Bible study there.  It has now 
arranged for an additional Bible study to be held in Comber in the 
home of James and Gwen Kerr.  This commenced on Wednesday 
22nd February. 
 
Fellowship 
 
We give thanks for the level of fellowship within the congregation.  
To keep and improve this the following decisions were taken: 
 
¨ On a more regular basis tea and biscuits will be provided 

after the evening service to provide members the opportunity 
for fellowship 

¨ The Social Group will be invited to produce a programme 
covering the next 12 months to include, amongst other things, 
a couple of outings. 

¨ We will plan to have a congregational meal following a 
Sabbath morning service in May and October 
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Keith Rolleston 
 
Current and on-going items that the Deacon Board are dealing with 
include: 
 
¨ New Church Notice board and signage for the front of the 

church building 
 
¨ New tables and Chairs for the hall 
 
¨ New resources for Youth Club 
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Maggi Watterson 
 
The February meeting was taken by Louise Blair who spoke about her work 
with MAF in Kenya.  The WMA are grateful to Louise who was able to 
give a very interesting presentation at short notice; the scheduled visit from 
CARE had to be cancelled.  The ladies were joined by a number of the men 
from the congregation in an open meeting. 
 
Louise began by explaining what MAF does – mainly it used light aircraft 
to support the whole of Christian Missions in relief, development and 
evangelism. She said that if one considers the story of the Good Samaritan, 
then MAF is the Samaritan©s donkey! 
 
Louise then went on to give a few facts about Kenya: 
� Gained independence in 1963 
� Life expectancy of 56 years 
� High literacy rate 
� Industry – tea, coffee, tourism and fresh flowers 
� Most evangelised country 
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� 79% claim to be Christian 
 
An outline of a day in the life of a MAF pilot helped give insight into the 
work and pictures of dreadful roads, especially in the rainy season, which 
made the necessity of flying obvious. 
 
Kenya makes up 50% of the total flying time of MAF and the work includes 
transporting the medical team of the Christian Blind Mission and assisting a 
programme to supply water pumps as well as frequent flights into Sudan to 
support mission work there. 
 
The presentation ended with an opportunity to ask questions.  We were 
encouraged to pray for the work of MAF and we remember Louise as she 
settles back into life in Northern Ireland and her new job. 
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5         11.00 & 6.30         Worship services to be conducted  
                               by Dr John Watterson 
6         7.30am         Monday morning Prayer meeting 
8         8.00   Pre-communion 
9         8.00   Esther Lawson – Bailiesmills 
11       7.30   Psalm singing – “Christ in the Psalms,          
                     Oakfield Centre, Carrickfergus 
12       11.00 Communion 
           6.00   Thanksgiving service 
21       8.00   WMA – Crossworld 
24       7.45   Eastern Presbytery CY Quiz, Lisburn RPC 
28       7.00   Session meeting 
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2         11.00 & 6.30         Worship services to be conducted  
                               by Dr Robert Rodgers 
3         7.30am         Monday morning Prayer meeting 
8 – 17           Nantes Go Team 
15 – 22         Airdrie Go Team 
18 – 21         Antrim Go Team 
20       8.00   Closing lecture at Theological College 
21                 Eastern presbytery CY  Praise Service 
25       8.00   WMA – Deaconess from Ulster Hospital 


